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Walcha Visit
Another fabulous interschool visit to Walcha Central 
School at the end of last term!  Congratulations 
to all students for their excellent behaviour and 
sportsmanship throughout the vistit.  A full report will 
follow.

Important Dates
15 - 23

• Senior subject selection interviews
20 July

• Yr 11 & Yr 12 Parent/Teacher interviews            
via Zoom

3 August
• School photos - envelopes issued today
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Canteen Roster
The canteen is now closed every Tuesday and 

Wednesday
Thursday 15 July Michele Kellett
Friday 16 July Robin Burley, Kate Carter
Monday 19 July Kylea Cavanagh
Tuesday 20 July Canteen closed
Wednesday 21 July Canteen closed
Thursday 22 July Leonie Wright
Friday 23 July Pete Singleton
Monday 26 July Lisa Lowe
Tuesday 27 July Canteen closed
Wednesday 28 July Canteen closed
Thursday 29 July Leonie Wright
Friday 30 July Brendan McKevitt
Students are reminded to order their lunch at the 
office before school or the canteen at recess

Principal’s Message
Congratulations to Ms Hutton who has accepted the 
position of Acting Principal at Coffs Harbour Senior 
College for the remainder of the year. We wish her 
every success and look forward to her return in 2022.

I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly 
congratulate Miss Fraser on her outstanding 
organisation of the Walcha visit. It was a great success. 
Miss Fraser was supported by a fantastic team of 
hardworking and enthusiastic staff who coached, 
supported and supervised our students. 

We were extremely fortunate this year to have the 
support of a grant obtained by Michele Kellett, the 
President of our P&C. The grant provided funds 
that were used to hire a second bus for the Walcha 
excursion and maximised the opportunity for all our 
students to participate in this Dorrigo High School 
tradition. On behalf of our school community I want to 
extend my gratitude to Michele for her brilliant effort 
in obtaining the grant and her ongoing support of our 
school as the President of the P&C and acknowledge 
the ongoing efforts of all our P&C members. 

What a start to the term it’s been! I want to thank staff 
for their vigilance over the evolving COVID 19 situation 
last week and for their actions in ensuring that our 
school is ready for learning.

The DoE has provided advice to parents and carers 
in regional areas as follows:
• It is recommended that students (and staff) wear 

face masks while at school; however, this is not 
mandatory. If you would like your child(ren) to 
wear a face mask at school, please provide them 
with one as school supplies will be limited.

• Students who are 13 years or older must wear a 
mask if they travel to and from school on a bus.

• Non-essential visitors will not be permitted to enter 
school grounds; however, permission to do so 
may be provided to individual parents and carers 
under special circumstances.

• Parents and carers are asked not to congregate 
at the school entrance and where possible to 
remain in their car when dropping off or picking up 
students, if it is safe to do so.

• All essential visitors to our school are required to 
check in and out using the QR code provided at 
the office.

• Students should not attend school if they are 
unwell. Any student with cold or flu symptoms 
will be sent home and should not return until they 
have received a negative COVID-19 test result 
and are symptom-free. In circumstances where 
children have other medical reasons for recurrent 
symptoms a letter from their GP is sufficient to 
negate the requirement for a negative test.

Unfortunately, the Parent Teacher Evening will not 
proceed. However, Mr Heaney, relieving DP, is working 
hard to ensure that parents of senior students will have 
an opportunity to engage with teachers online or over 
the phone. 
Ms Marden
Relieving Principal

Senior Parent/Teacher Interviews
Current Department of Education guidelines state 
that non-essential visitors are not permitted on school 
grounds. Due to this, Parent-Teacher interviews will 
be held via Zoom. A warm invitation is extended to 
the parents of students in Years 11 and 12 to attend 
the evening from the comfort of your own home on 
Tuesday, July 20.

To participate, parents will have to download Zoom 
onto their device. Meeting times are currently being 
arranged via a booking sheet that has been distributed 
to your child. On the night there will be very strict 
adherence to meeting times. Meeting invitation codes 
and instructions will be emailed soon. If it is not 
possible to attend virtually a telephone interview can 
be arranged.
Mr Heaney
Relieving Deputy Principal
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Food Technology Requirements
Term 3 - Week 2

7

Chocolate Cake
Between two
Studnts need to bring 1 1/2 
cups plain flour and 1 cup 
castor sugar

Tuesday
20 July
P1 & P2

8

Poached Chicken & Soba 
Noodle Salad
Between two
Students need to bring 1 
chicken breast and 1/2 red 
capsicum

Friday
23 July
P1 & P2

9/10

Food Equity Practical 
Lesson
Between two
Each student needs to 
bring $1

Thursday
22 July
P1 & P2

Senior 
Hosp

Kitchen Cafe Preparation
Individual work
All ingredients supplied

Wednesday
21 July
P3 & P4
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Attendance in Focus – Term 3 Week 1 
When your child attends school every day, learning becomes 
easier and your child will build and maintain friendships with 
other children. 

Parents and carers can help foster positive attendance habits 
by: 

• helping their child learn the importance of punctuality 
and routine 

• ensuring their child arrives on time from the start of the 
school day, ready to participate in learning 

• reducing disruption to learning where possible, by 
planning any necessary appointments outside of school 
time 

• promptly communicating any absence to the school 
(within 7 days of the first day of any absence) 

• working with the school to encourage and support 
regular attendance. 

 

Attendance concerns 
Research indicates that poor school attendance is related to a 
range of negative impacts in areas of academics, socio-economic 
and health outcomes. 

The Department of Education has set a new benchmark of above 
95% attendance as the optimal level of attendance. Attendance 
below this level is considered to be of concern. 

Our current SCOUT data indicates that improved attendance 
needs to be a focus for many of our students. Everyone plays a 
role in helping students achieve this benchmark level. 

If you are concerned about your child’s current attendance level, 
please contact their Year Adviser to discuss these concerns and 
help us develop strategies to improve your child attendance.  

 

 

 


